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politics of our country. But you know
what, it will decide whether some peo-
ple live or die in another country,
where there is no accountability and
only United States values and stand-
ards are the difference to the prospects
of someone with a disability.

In some countries children are dis-
posed of—killed—because they have a
disability. Our treaty can actually help
prevent that. In some countries chil-
dren do not get to go to school and cer-
tainly have no prospects of a future
simply because they are born with a
disability. This treaty will help offer
hope where there is none. The United
States could actually sit at the table
and make the difference for people
with disabilities because we are willing
to push our values and hold other na-
tions accountable to meet our stand-
ards—the gold standard of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

Mr. President, I have heard some of
my Republican colleagues talk many
times about making the rest of the
world more like America. I hate to
think that now, when we have an op-
portunity to do that, they will retreat
from that core conviction and oppose a
treaty modeled on the United States’
example which has no recourse in
American courts and no effect on
American law.

This treaty isn’t about American be-
havior, except to the degree that it in-
fluences other countries to be more
like us. This treaty is about the behav-
ior of other countries and their willing-
ness to raise their treatment of people
with disabilities to our level. It is that
simple. This treaty isn’t about chang-
ing America, it is a treaty to change
the world to be more like America.

So why join, I have heard my col-
leagues ask several times. If it doesn’t
have recourse in the law, why join? I
will tell you why: Because we can sit at
the table and affect the lives of our
citizens by pushing other countries up-
wards; because we gain credibility and
accelerate change through our advo-
cacy by being part of a process; because
it is good for American businesses,
which can sell products and services as
other nations raise their standards and
need our expertise to meet their goals.
That is why, incidentally, the United
States Chamber of Commerce supports
this treaty as do a huge number of
businesses.

Why support it? Because George H.
W. Bush started this process and Presi-
dent George W. Bush signed the treaty
to participate in it. And because, in the
end, this treaty and our participation
in it—and this is the most important—
can improve the quality of life for peo-
ple with disabilities. To join it is to
keep faith with the men and women
who have suffered grievous disability
in defense of our Nation, and we owe
them nothing less. This treaty is not
about changing America, it is about
America changing the world.

But a vote here is a test of this insti-
tution. This vote is a test of whether
the Senate, which passed the Civil
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Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act
and the Americans with Disabilities
Act, is still capable of voting to change
things, not to mention sending a mes-
sage that could change the world.

I ask my colleagues to do for the
world what they have done for Amer-
ica, walk down the aisle here for mil-
lions everywhere who cannot walk and
make a statement; raise your voice and
vote for millions who are voiceless in
their own lands; stand for those who
cannot stand for themselves. This is
not about the United Nations, this is
about common humanity. This vote is
to test to see whether the Senate will
stand for those who cannot see or hear
and whether Senators can hear the
truth and see the facts.

Please don’t let Captain Berschinski
down. Don’t let Senator Bob Dole
down. Most importantly, don’t let the
Senate and the country down. Approve
this treaty.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the Resolu-
tion of Advice and Consent to Ratifica-
tion of the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. KYL. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 61,
nays 38, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 219 Ex.]

YEAS—61
Akaka Gillibrand Murray
Ayotte Hagan Nelson (NE)
Barrasso Harkin Nelson (FL)
Baucus Inouye Pryor
Begich Johnson (SD) Reed
Bennet Kerry Reid
Bingaman Klobuchar Rockefeller
Blumenthal Kohl Sanders
Boxer Landrieu Schumer
Brown (MA) Lautenberg Shaheen
Brown (OH) Leahy
Cantwell Levin Snowe
Cardin Lieberman Stabenow
Carper Lugar Tester
Casey Manchin Udall (CO)
Collins McCain Udall (NM)
Conrad McCaskill Warner
Coons Menendez Webb
Durbin Merkley Whitehouse
Feinstein Mikulski Wyden
Franken Murkowski
NAYS—38

Alexander Graham Moran
Blunt Grassley Paul
Boozman Hatch Portman
Burr Heller Risch
Chambliss Hoeven Roberts
Coats Hutchison Rubio
Coburn Inhofe Sessions
Cochran Isakson
Corker Johanns Shelby

Thune
Cornyn Johnson (WI) T

'oomey

Crapo Kyl Vitter
DeMint Lee )
Enzi McConnell Wicker

NOT VOTING—1
Kirk
The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this

vote, the yeas are 61, the nays are 38.
Two-thirds of the Senators present not
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having voted in the affirmative, the
resolution of ratification is not agreed
to.

The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we hope
shortly after the caucuses are ended
today that we will have a vote on final
passage of the Defense authorization
bill. The managers have a few more
amendments they are going to try to
clear, but I think very quickly after
the caucus we will have a vote. ‘“Very
quickly’” around here is kind of a rel-
ative term, but we hope to do it as soon
as we can.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I move to re-
consider the vote.

Mr. REID. I move to lay that motion
on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:28 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. WEBB).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

——————

THE FISCAL CLIFF

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise to bring attention to a critically
important piece of legislation the Sen-
ate has passed and the House needs to
pass immediately. It passed the Senate
with Dbipartisan support. There are
those on both sides of the aisle in the
House of Representatives who support
passing it. I am here to urge, in the
strongest terms possible, that the
Speaker bring up this bill before the
House and get it passed.

Many people, because of my speaking
in the past, may think I am referring
to the farm bill, which I also believe we
need to have the House take up and
pass because of our bipartisan work.
But I actually am referring to the fact
that we have only 27 days until we go
over the fiscal cliff. For middle-class
families what this means is 27 days be-
fore their taxes go up on average $2,200.

What we are talking about is the fact
that we passed a bill. We did not just
pass a bill, we passed a bill in July.
July 25 of this year the Senate passed
a bill to extend tax cuts on all income
up to $250,000. That is for anyone. It is
now sitting in the House and everybody
agrees middle-class families should not
get a tax increase. Yet they have not
taken it up. This needs to be taken up
and passed before the end of the year so
we can make sure middle-class families
do not get caught in what we are talk-
ing about, which is the fiscal cliff.

For a family on a budget, $2,200 more
in taxes means a lot of things. It means
a lot of things as families are trying to
figure out how to pay for Christmas
this year. It is not an accident that we
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